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ARTICLE 21 SUBSTITUTE A

RELATING TO EDUCATION AID

SECTION 1. Sections 16-7-23 and 16-7-29 of the General Laws in Chapter 16-7 entitled
“Foundation Level School Support” are hereby amended to read as follows:

16-7-23. Community requirements — Adequate minimum budget provision.— (&) The

school committee's budget provisions of each community for current expenditures in each budget
year shall provide for an amount from all sources sufficient to support the basic program and all
other approved programs shared by the state. Each community shall contribute local funds to its
school committee in an amount not less than its loca contribution for schools in the previous
fiscal year. Calculation of the annual local contribution shall not include Medicaid revenues
received by the municipality or district pursuant to chapter 8 of title 40. A community which has
a decrease in enrollment may compute maintenance of effort on a per pupil rather than on an
aggregate basis when determining its loca contribution; furthermore, a community which
experiences a nonrecurring expenditure for its schools may deduct the nonrecurring expenditure
in computing its maintenance of effort. The deduction of nonrecurring expenditures shall be with
the approval of the commissioner. The courts of this state shall enforce this section by writ of
mandamus.

(b) Whenever any state funds are appropriated for educational purposes, the funds shall
be used for educational purposes only and all state funds appropriated for educational purposes
must be used to supplement any and all money alocated by a city or town for educationa
purposes and, in no event, shall state funds be used to supplant, directly or indirectly, any money
allocated by a city or town for educational purposes. All state funds shall be appropriated by the
municipality to the school committee for educational purposes in the same fiscal year in which
they are appropriated at the state level even if the municipality has aready adopted a school
budget. All state and local funds unexpended by the end of the fiscal year of appropriation shall
remain a surplus of the school committee and shall not revert to the municipality. Any surplus of
state or local funds appropriated for educational purposes shall not in any respect affect the
requirement that each community contribute local funds in an amount not less than its local
contribution for schools in the previous fiscal year, subject to subsection (a) of this section, and

ghdl not in any event be deducted from the amount of the local appropriation required to meet the
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maintenance of effort provision in any given year.

16-7-29. Minimum salary schedule established by community. — () Every community

shall establish and put into full effect by appropriate action of its school committee a salary
schedule recognizing years of service, experience, and training for al certified personnel

regularly employed in the public schools and having no more than twelve (12) annua steps

a-step-for-the-purpeses-of-this-section: The term "school year” as applied to the salary schedule

means the ten (10) calendar months beginning in September and ending the following June.

(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a freeze or reduction of the monetary value of
the stepsin the salary schedule through the collective bargaining process.

SECTION 2. Section 16-17.1-16 of the General Laws in Chapter 16-7.1 entitled “The
Rhode Iland Student Investment Initiative” is hereby amended to read as follows

16-7.1-15. The Rhode Idand student investment initiative. — (&) Each locdly or

regionally operated school district shall receive as a base the same amount of school aid as each
district received in fiscal year 1997-1998, adjusted to reflect the increases or decreases in aid
enacted to meet the minimum and maximum funding levels established for FY 2000 through F¥
2006 FY 2007. Each school district shall also receive school aid through each investment fund for
which that district qualifies pursuant to 88 16-7.1-8, 16-7.1-9, 16-7.1-10, 16-7.1-11, 16-7.1-12,
16-7.1-16 and 16-7.1-19. These sums shall be in addition to the base amount described in this
section. For FY—2007 FY 2008, the reference year for the data used in the calculation of aid

pursuant to 816-7.1-8, 816-7.1-9, 816-7.1-10, 816-7.1-11, section 16-7.1-11.1, §16-7.1-12, and

816-7.1-16, sections 16-7.1-19 and 16-77.1-2(b), shal be FY 2004. Calculation and distribution

of education aid under 88 16-5-31, 16-5-32, 16-7-20, 16-7-20.5, 16-7-34.2, 16-7-34.3, 16-24-6,
16-54-4, and 16-67-4 is hereby suspended. The funding of the purposes and activities of chapter
67 of thistitle, the Rhode Island Literacy and Dropout Prevention Act of 1967, shall be the same
amount of the base amount of each district funded for that purpose in fiscal year 1997-1998. In
addition each district shall expend three percent (3%) of its student equity and early childhood
funds under the provisions of chapter 67 of thistitle.

(b) Funding for full day kindergarten programs in accordance with 8§ 16-7.1-11.1 shall be
in addition to funding received under this section.

(c) Funding distributed under 88 16-77.1-2(b) and 16-64-1.1 shall be in addition to
funding distributed under this section.

(d) There shall be an appropriation to ensure that total aid distributed to communities in

FY-2007-FY 2008 under this section and 88 16-7.1-11.1, 16-64-1.1 and 16-77.1-2(b) shall be as
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Barrington
Burrillville
Charlestown
Coventry
Cranston
Cumberland
East Greenwich
East Providence
Foster
Glocester
Hopkinton
Jamestown
Johnston
Lincoln

Little Compton
Middletown
Narragansett
Newport

New Shoreham

North Kingstown

11086005

North Providence 13232872

North Smithfield
Pawtucket
Portsmouth
Providence
Richmond
Scituate
Smithfield

South Kingstown
Tiverton
Warwick
Westerly

West Warwick

2,599,526

13,539,743

2,002,838

19,955,081

35,460,911

13,257,009

1,844,761

26,132,244

1,416,463

3,213,847
6,241,352
531,908

10,615,364

7,283,268
368,810
10,077,116
1,897,159

11,316,080

106,345

11,986,005

13,142,872

4,714,237

66,003,559

6,130,042

190,824,756

6,188,615
3,407,183
5,428,568
10,173,698
5,932,058
37,266,000
6,843,077

20,440,547
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Woonsocket 44616613 47,016,613

Bristol-Warren 20.498.190 20,228,190

Exeter-West Greenwich £661,019 7,256,019
Chariho 398.334 398,334
Foster-Glocester 5729.861 5,729,861

Centrd Falls 43313036 43,313,036

This specia provision shall not limit entitlements as determined by application of other
formula provisionsin this section.

(f) Children with disabilities. (1) Based on its review of specia education within the
context of Rhode Idand school refarm, the genera assembly recommends addressing the needs of
all children and preventing disability through scientific research based, as described in the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Title 1, Part B, Section 1208 [20 U.S.C. § 6368], reading
ingruction and the development of Personal Literacy Programs for students in the early grades
performing below grade level in reading and implement a system of student accountability that
will enable the state to track individual students over time. Additionaly, te department of
elementary and secondary education must provide districts with rigorous criteria and procedures
for identifying students with learning disabilities and speech/language impairments. Additiona
study is required of factors that influence programming for students with low incidence
disabilities; those with disabilities that severely compromise life functions; and programming for
students with disabilities through urban specia education. Alternatives for funding specia
education require examination.

(2) All departments and agencies of the state shall furnish any advice and information,
documentary and otherwise, to the general assembly and its agents that is deemed necessary or
desirable by the study to facilitate the purposes of this section.

SECTION 3. Section 16-25.3-2 of the Genera Laws in Chapter 16-25.3 entitled “ School
Speech and Language Pathologists’ is hereby amended to read as follows:

16-25.3-2. Employment of speech language pathologists. — (a) Each school ditrict is

encouraged by the genera assembly to employ one full time certified speech language pathologist
for every forty (40) students who receive speech language services within the age range of three
(3) to twenty-one (21). In cases where the number of students receiving speech language services
is above forty (40), the school district is encouraged to employ a speech language pathologist on a
part time pro-rata basis.

(b) When a speech and language evaluation or the provison of speech language

services are being considered or are part of the student's program the speech language pathol ogi st
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shall be amember of the multidisciplinary team.

(©) In the event an individual seeks emergency certification from the department of
elementary and secondary education in the area of speech language pathology, the individual
must meet the following minimum requirements before the granting of emergency certification by
the department of elementary and secondary education:

(1) Hold a bachelor's degree in communicative disorders from an accredited college or
university;

(2) Have successfully completed no less than eighteen (18) hours of graduate credit in
the area of speech language pathology.

(d) Individuals under emergency certification to conduct the business of a speech
language pathologist shall be under the direct supervison of a certified speech language
pathologist. At no time shal a certified speech language pathologist supervise more than one
emergency certified speech language pathologist.

() Any licensed speech language pathologist who has met the requirements and
acquired a Certificate of Clinical Competence from the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association, and who is employed full-time by a school district, shall be entitled to receive an
annual slary supplement of one thousand seven hundred fifty dollars ($1,750) through school
year 2007, in addition to any other compensation to which the employee may be entitled.

Any licensed speech language pathologist who has met the requirements and acquired a
Certificate of Clinical Competence from the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association

and is employed full-time by a school district shall submit documentation to the department of

elementary and secondary education, and to the local school district by December 1, in order to
be eligible to recelve the salary supplement in the next immediate school year, except for the
school year 2007, in which documentation shall be submitted to the department of elementary and
secondary education and the local school district by October 1 in order to be eligible to receive
the salary supplement in that school year. The department of elementary and secondary education
shdll, within thirty (30) days, notify the school district if the documentation provided by the
employee is inadequate to show proof of certification, thereby rendering the employee indligible
for the sdary supplement in the next immediate school year; provided, however, that if the
employee provides additiona information, with fifteen (15) days of notification of ineligibility,
verifying certification, that employee shall be entitled to receive the salary supplement in the next
immediate school year.

(f) Local school districts shall be reimbursed by the state for costs attributable to the

salary supplements provided for in this act.
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SECTION 4. Section 16-25.3-2 of the General Laws in Chapter 16-25.3 entitled " School
Speech and Language Pathologists’ is hereby amended to read as follows:

16-25.3-2. Employment of speech language pathologists. -- (8) Each school district is

encouraged by the general assembly to employ one full time certified speech language pathologist
for every forty (40) students who receive speech language services within the age range of three
(3) to twenty-one (21). In cases where the number of students receiving speech language services
is above forty (40), the school district is encouraged to employ a speech language pathologist on a
part time pro-rata basis.

(b) When a speech and language evaluation or the provision of speech language services
are being considered or are part of the student's program the speech language pathologist shall be
amember of the multidisciplinary team.

(©) In the event an individual seeks emergency certification from the department of
elementary and secondary education in the area of speech language pathology, the individual
must meet the following minimum requirements before the granting of emergency certification by
the department of elementary and secondary education:

(1) Hold a bachelor's degree in communicative disorders from an accredited college or
university;

(2) Have successfully completed no less than eighteen (18) hours of graduate credit in
the area of speech language pathology.

(d) Individuals under emergency certification to conduct the business of a speech
language pathologist shall be under the direct supervison of a certified speech language

pathologist. At no time shall a certified speech language pathologist supervise more than one

emergency certified speech language pathologist.
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SECTION 5. Chapter 16-47 of the Genera Laws entitled “Compact for Education” is

hereby repealed in its entirety:

16-47-1. Compact.

Art21
Reltaing to Education Aid

(Pege -7-)



10

1

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

27

28

3

31

32

Art21
Reltaing to Education Aid

(Pege -8-)



10

1

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

27

28

3

31

32

Art21
Reltaing to Education Aid

(Pege -9-)



10

1

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

27

28

3

31

32

Art21
Reltaing to Education Aid

(Page-10-)



10

1

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

27

28

3

31

32

Art21
Reltaing to Education Aid

(Page-11-)



10

1

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

27

28

3

31

32

Art21
Reltaing to Education Aid

(Page -12-)



10

1

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

27

28

3

31

32

SECTION 6. Section 16-64-1.1 of the Genera Laws in Chapter 16-64 entitled

"Residence of Children for School Purposes’ is hereby amended to read as follows:

16-64-1.1. Payment and reimbursement for educational costs of children placed in

foster care, group homes, or other residential facility by a Rhode I sland state agency. -- (a)

Children placed in foster care by a Rhode Island licensed child placing agency or a Rhode Island
governmenta agency shdl be entitled to the same free appropriate public education provided to
all other residents of the city or town where the child is placed. The city or town shal pay the cost
of the education of the child during the time the child is in foster care in the city or town.

(b) Children placed by DCYF in a group home or other residential facility that does not
include the delivery of educational services are to be educated by the community in which the
group home or other residential facility islocated, and those children shall be entitled to the same
free appropriate public education provided to al other residents of the city or town where the

child is placed. For purposes of payment and reimbursement for educational costs under this
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chapter, the term "group home or other residential facility” shal not include independent living
programs. Each city and town that contains one or more group homes or other residential
facilities that do not include delivery of educational services will receive funds as part of state aid
to education in accordance with the following provisions:

(1) On June 30 of each year the DCYF shall provide the department of elementary and
secondary education with a precise count of how many group home or other residentia facility
"beds’ exist in each Rhode Island city or town, counting only those "beds’ in facilities that do not
include the delivery of educationa services. The number of "beds’ in each group home or other
residentia facility shall be equa to the maximum number of children that may be placed in that
group home or other residentia facility on any given night according to the applicable licensure
standards of the DCYF. This notification shall also include an estimate of the number of group
home beds by city or town that are projected to be licensed by DCYF between July 1 and

December 31 of each year. DCYF shall also notify the department of elementary and secondary

education of actual increases or decreases in group home beds by city or town as they occur

between July 1 and June 30 of each fiscal year.

(2) On June 30 of each year the DCYF shall provide the department of elementary and
secondary education with a precise count of the total number of students aged three (3) to twenty-
one (21) in DCYF care on that date who reside in group homes in the state of Rhode Island, as
well as an accurate accounting of the percentage of those children that are eligible for specia
education and related services pursuant to the Individuas with Disabilities Education Act [20
U.S.C. section 1400 et seq.]as of that date;

(3) Each city or town shall receive state education aid in an amount equal to the number
of group home or other residentia facility "beds' in that community multiplied by a per pupil
rate, subject to appropriation, intended to reflect the average cost per pupil based on the blend of
regular education and special education students in group homes as derived from figures supplied
on June 30 of the reference year as defined in section 16-7-16(11). Each city or town shall receive
an additional per pupil rate for beds certified by DCY F as licensed between July 1 and December

31 of each year. Ary

any-annual-eyete: Notwithstanding the provisions of this section or any law to the contrary, the

education aid for all group home or other residential facility "beds' located or associated with

Bradley Hospital shall be twenty-two thousand dollars ($22,000) per "bed".

(4) In any fiscal year, the education aid recelved pursuant to section (3) shall be increased
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or decreased for that fiscal year to account for additional beds certified by DCYF as licensed or

for decreases in beds certified by DCYF as licensed. Such increases and decreases shall only

result in increases and decreases in aid if certification by DCYF is received prior to December 31

of the current fiscal year. The amount of the increase or decrease shall be the per pupil rate for

beds pursuant to section (3). Any increase in education aid shall be funded under the

supplemental budget and paid to the city, town or regional school district upon passage of the

supplemental budget. Any decrease in education aid shall be deducted from the total education

aid entitlement for the district for the subsequent fiscal year. Pursuant to this section, any increase

in group home beds occurring between January 1 and June 30 of agiven fiscal year shall result in

an increase in aid for the subsequent fiscal year to be paid as a supplemental appropriation for the

subseguent fiscal year. Because of this, increases in beds occurring between January 1 and June

30 may be used in the calculation of aid pursuant to section (3) and funded as part of the enacted

budget for the subsequent fiscal year at the discretion of the General Assembly. Decreases in beds

occurring between January 1 and June 30 shall not result in a decrease in aid for that year, but

shall be applied to the number of beds used to calculate aid for the subsequent fiscal year

pursuant to section (3).

{4} (5) The general assembly shall annually appropriate a sum sufficient to distribute to
each city or town the aid required by this subsection based upon the DCY F count provided on
June 30 of the reference year as defined in section 16-7-16(11) and that aid shall be distributed by
the department of elementary and secondary education. For an appropriation to be made for
payments to be made for the 2001-2002 school year the DCY F shall establish a count as required
in this subsection upon passage of this legidation [July 5, 2001] This count shall be determined
based on the group home and other residential facility "beds" in existence in each community as

of December 31 of the preceding year.

(c) Children placed by DCYF in a residential treatment program, group home, or other

residential facility, whether or not located in the state of Rhode Island, which includes the

delivery of educational services, provided by thtafacility (excluding facilities where students are
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taught on grounds for periods of time by teaching staff provided by the school district in which
the facility is located), shall have the cost of their education paid for as provided for in subsection
(d) of this section and section 16-64-1.2. The city or town determined to be responsible to DY CF
for a per-pupil specia education cost pursuant to section 16-64-1.2 shall pay its share of the cost
of educational servicesto DCYF or to the facility providing educational services.

(d) Children placed by DCYF in group homes, child caring facilities, community
residences, or other residential facilities shall have the entire cost of their education paid for by
DCYFif:

(1) Thefacility is operated by the state of Rhode Idland or the facility has a contract with
DCYF to fund a pre-determined number of placements or part of the facility's program;

(2) Thefacility is state-licensed; and

(3) The facility operates an approved orrgrounds educational program, whether or not
the child attends the on-grounds program.

SECTION 7. Sections 3 and 5 of this article shal take effect as of July 1, 2006; the

remainder of this article shal take effect on July 1, 2007.
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