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2003 -- S 0479

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2003

AN ACT

RELATING TO PROPERTY - RESIDENTIAL LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT

Introduced By: Senator Michadl J. McCaffrey

Date Introduced: February 13, 2003

Referred To: Senate Judiciary

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Section 34-18-24 of the General Laws in Chapter 34-18 entitled

"Residential Landlord and Tenant Act" is hereby amended to read as follows:

34-18-24. Fenanttomaintain-dweallingunit: Tenant obligations. -- A tenant shal:

(1) The tenant shall Scomply with all obligations primarily imposed upon tenants by

applicable provisions of building and housing codes materially affecting health and safety;

(2) The tenant shall Kkeep that part of the premises that he or she occupies and uses as
clean and safe as the condition of the premises permit;

(3) The tenant shall Bdispose from his or her dwelling unit al ashes, garbage, rubbish,
and other waste in a clean and safe manner;

(4) The tenant shall kkeep all plumbing fixtures in the dwelling unit or used by the

tenant as clean as their condition permits;

(5) The tenant shall Yuse in a reasonable manner al eectrical, plumbing, sanitary,

heating, ventilating, air-conditioning, and other facilities and appliances, including eevators, in
the premises;

(6) The tenant shall Nnot deliberately or negligently destroy, deface, damage, impair, or
remove any part of the premises or knowingly permit any person to do so;

(7) The tenant shall Sconduct himself or herself, and require other persons on the

premises with his or her consent to conduct themselves, in a manner that will not disturb his or

her neighbors' peaceful enjoyment of the premises;
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authorized occupant of the premises shall not have, keep, or alow illega drugs, of any type or

quantity, on the premises. The presence of drugs on the premises, whether or not with knowledge

by the tenant, shall be a violation of this section, and shall be grounds for eviction as provided in

section 34-18-36(q). Further, the arrest of a tenant or authorized occupant for crimina drug

activity whether or not on the premises, shall be grounds for eviction under section 34-18-36(q) if

the landlord proves by a preponderance of the evidence that the tenant or authorized occupant

was in possession of drugs at the time of hisher arrest;

tenant shall not commit or allow the commission of a violent act against another person on the

premises or any public property adjacent to or in the immediate proximity of the premises. A

violent act shall include, but not be limited to, striking or attempting to strike another person, or

otherwise making or causing to be made unwanted physical contact with another person;

unconsented to sexual contact with another person; and any crime against person or property

prohibited under the criminal statutes of the state or federal government, including misdemeanor

or felony offenses. An arrest or charge under the criminal law shall not be reguired to maintain an

eviction case under this section.
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This act would clarify the tenant’ s obligations to the landlord.

This act would take effect upon passage.






