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2006 -- S 2750

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2006

AN ACT

RELATING TO BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS -- INTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF

Introduced By: Senators Gibbs, Blais, and Breene

Date Introduced: February 14, 2006

Referred To: Senate Hedth & Human Services

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Sections 5-71-2, 5-71-3, 5-71-5, 5 71-8, 5-71-9, 571-10, 571-13 and 5-71-
15 of the Genera Lawsin Chapter 5-71 entitled "Interpreters for the Deaf" are hereby amended to
read asfollows:

5-71-2. Declaration of policy and statement of purpose. -- (a) It is declared the policy

of the state that the practice of interpreting and the practice of tranditerating affects, including,

but not limited to, the public hedth, safety, welfare, civic, economic, socia, academic and
recreational aspects of life, and shall be subject to licensure and regulation in the public's interest.
It is further declared that:

(2) Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or other individuas with disabilities whe

whose primary

language is sign language have a civil right to effective communication;

(2) Consumers and those with whom they communicate require and are entitled to
competent, reliable interpreting services, and that the availability of competent, reliable,
credentialed interpreting services are necessary for consumers to realize their right to full and
equal participation in society.

(b) A purpose of this chapter is to provide minimum qualifications for interpreters and to
ensure the hedth, safety and welfare of the public that-members-of-the-interpretingprofession

: it o hiahd : .

5-71-3. Definitions. -- (1) "Board" means the state board of examiners for interpreters for
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the deaf.

(2) "Cetified" means any person who is a certified member of the Registry of

Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc., (RID), its successor agency or other agencies as approved by the

department in consultation with the board.

2 (3) "Consumer" is an individual who is deaf, hard of hearing or other individua with

disabilities w

whose primary language is sign language (e.g., American Sign Language, manually coded sign
systems).

(4) "Department” means the Rhode Idand department of health.

3} (5) "Director" means the director of the department of hedth.

(6) ""Emergency"” means an urgent circumstance that demands immediate action in order

for a consumer to avoid imminent harm or |oss.

(a) In the event of an emergency, the consumer may elect to use the services of a

nonlicensed interpreter or tranditerator as set forth in regulations promulgated by the department.

4 (7) "Interpreter for the deaf" means any person who engages in the practice of

interpreting er-transiterating for the deaf as defined in sdbdivisions{6)-and{(8)-ef-this-section
subsection (9) below.

5} (8) "Interpreter trainee” and "interpreter student” means any person, meeting the

minimum requirements established by the sta

department in consultation with the board who is currently enrolled in a recegrized nationally

accredited interpreter training program and participating in the practicum portion of their studies.

B (9) "Interpreting for the deaf" means trterpreting conveying spoken English into

American Sign Language (ASL) (voice-to-sign) or interpreting conveying American Sign

Language into English (sign-to-voice), or interpreting English to and/or from a visua gestura

system. Such practice shall not included trandliterating for the deaf.
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(10) "Screened interpreter or tranditerator for the deaf" means any person who presents

proof of an active state screening or its equivalent and presents proof of successful completion of

an examination as approved by the department in consultation with the board.

(11) "Tranditerator for the deaf” means any person who engages in the practice of

tranditerating for the deaf as defined in subsection (12) below.

8} (12) "Trandliterating for the deaf" means transhterating conveying spoken English

into Manually coded English (voice-to-sgn) sueh-asPidgin-Signed-Enghsh, or tranditerating
conveying manualy coded English into spoken English (signto-voice), or tranditerating

conveying English
the lips so that it is accessible to speech reading (i.e. ora tranditerating) . Ary-appheation-that-is

siittar-tiles-er-deseriptions-ef-serviees: Such practice shall not include interpreting for the desf.

5-71-5. Board of examiners -- Duties and powers -- Meetings -- Compensation of

members. -- (a) The department with the assistance of the board shall administer, coordinate and

enforce the provisions of this chapter, evaluate the qualifications of applicants, and may issue
subpoenas, examine witnesses, and administer oaths, and investigate persons engaging in
practiceswhich violate the provisions of this chapter.

(b) The beard department shall conduct hearings and shall keep records and minutes that
are necessary for the orderly dispatch of business.

(c) The beard department shall hold public hearings regarding rules and regulations.

(d) The department in consultation with the board, with-the-approval-of-the-directorof
the-department-of-health; in accordance with the rule-making provisions of the Administrative

Procedures Act, chapter 35 of title 42, shall adopt responsible rules and regulations, and may
amend or repeal those rules and regulations. Following their adoption, the rules and regulations

shall govern and control the professional conduct of every person who holds a license to practice

interpreting or tranditerating for the deaf in the state of Rhode Iland. Rutes-and-regulationsshalt
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{g)} (e) Regular meetings of the board shall be held atthe-thme-and-places-thatit
preseribes, and special meetings may be held upon the call of the chairperson as necessary to dea

with such issues as violations of this chapter; provided, that at least one regular meeting is held

each calendar year.

«H (f) The conferral or enumeration of specific powers in this chapter shall not be

construed as a limitation of the general powers conferred by the section. No member of the board
shall be liable to civil action for any act performed in good faith in the performance of his or her
duties as prescribed by this chapter.

{ (9) Board members shall serve on an honorable basis without compensation.

f} (h) The board may request legal advice and assistance from the appropriate legd
officer.

5-71-8. Qualifications of applicants for licenses. -- To be digible for licensure by the

board as an interpreter or trandliterator for the deaf, the applicant must submit written evidence on

forms furnished by the department, verified by oath, that the applicant meets al of the following

requirements:
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transglating-fer-the-deaf—and— Meets the certification or screened reguirements as defined in

regul ations promulgated by the department.

5-71-9. Licensure and regulations of interpretersfor the deaf. -- (a) Licensure shal be
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granted in either trandliterating and or interpreting independently. A person may be licensed in
both areasif he or sheis qualified as defined in section 5-71-8.

(b) No person shall practice or holds him or herself out as being able to practice
interpreting or tranditerating for the deaf as defined in section 571-3 unless he or she shall be
licensed in accordance with the provisions of the laws of this chapter.

(c) Each licensed interpreter for the deaf upon commencing to practice, and upon any

change in address shall promptly notify the department of said change in home or office address,

and shall furnish any other information to the department that it may require. Every licensed

interpreter for the deaf shall annually, before July T pay the department a license renewal fee,

that does not exceed thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents ($37.50). The department may suspend

the authority of any licensed interpreter for the deaf to practice for failure to comply with any of

the requirements of this chapter or the regulations promulgated thereunder. The department

makes available for public inspection, a complete list of the names of al interpreters for the deaf

licensed and practicing in the state.

e} (d) Three leves types of licensure shal-be-granted may be issued to interpreters and

or trandliterators for the deaf:

(2) A certified license shall be granted to interpreters or trandliterators who have met the

certification requirements o

certified: as set forth in regulations promulgated by the department.

(2) A screened license shall be granted to interpreters who have met the educational

requirements as defined-ir-this-chapter set forth in regulations promulgated by the department,

and who have successfully completed a recognized state screening or dtate equivalent as

determined by the department in consultation with the board.

(3) A temporary (student) license shall be granted to persons who are currently enrolled
in a—recognized an accredited interpreter training program to practice interpreting and
tranditerating. Persons who receive the temporary license shall be supervised by the interpreter

training program. The licensure is only valid while the person is enrolled as a student in the

program and supervised by a nationally certified interpreter.
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education—units—h—order—to—maintain—tHeensare set forth in regulations promulgated by the

department.

5-71-10. Reciprocity- — Endor sement. -- The department in consultation with the board

recommends shall promulgate regulations providing for a procedure for waiver of the

requirements of section 571-9 for applicants who hold a valid license, certificate, or equivalent
issued within another state; provided, that the requirements under which that license, certificate,
or equivalent was issued, meet or exceed the standards required by this chapter with-the-approval
otthe-direstar,

5-71-13. Grounds for suspension or revocation of licenses. -- The board may

recommend to the director of the department of health the issuance, renewal, or revocation of a
license, or suspension, placement on probation, censure or reprimand a licensee, or any other
disciplinary action that the board may deem appropriate, for conduct that may result from, but not
necessarily be limited to:

(1) Obtaining his or her license by means of fraud, misrepresentation, or concealment of
materia facts;

(2) Being quilty of fraud, misrepresentation, concealment or material misstatement of
facts or deceit in connection with his or her services rendered as an interpreter or trandliterator for
the desf;

(3) Being guilty of unprofessional conduct as defined by the rules established by the

department in consultation with the board, and/or has violated any standard of professional or

ethical conduct adopted by the National registry of Interpreters for the desf;

(4) Violating the continuing education requirements of this chapter as defined in section
5-71-9(d);

(5) Violating any lawful order, or any provision of this chapter or of the rules or
regulations promulgated in this chapter;

(6) Aiding or assisting another person in violating any provision of this chapter or any
rule or regulation adopted under this chapter-;

(7) Departure from or falure to conform to the current standards of acceptable and

prevailing practice of interpreting for the deaf.

5-71-15. Per sons and practices exempted. -- The provisions of this chapter do not apply

to:
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& (1) Any person working as an interpreter or atranditerator in court.
3} (2) Interpreters or tranditerators performing as volunteers without compensation.

4 (3) Interpreters or tranditerators performing in an emergency as defined in subsection

571-3(6) and as set forth in regulations promulgated by the department. Emergeney

(4) Nonlicensed individuals who are certified members of the Registry of Interpreters for

the Dedf, Inc., (RID) its successor agency or other agency as approved by the department in

consultation with the board, who may provide services for a maximum of twenty-five (25) hours

per calendar year.

SECTION 2. Chapter 571 of the General Laws entitled "Interpreters for the Deaf" is
hereby amended by adding thereto the following section:

5-71-18. Privileged communications. — In the trial of every cause, both civil and

crimina, no licensed interpreter for the deaf shal be competent to testify concerning any

statement made to him or her in connection with the interpreter's interpretation or tranditeration

for the deaf, without the consent of the person making the statement. No duly licensed interpreter

for the deaf shall be allowed, in giving testimony to disclose any confidential communication,

properly entrusted to him or her in his or her professional capacity, and necessary and proper to

enable him or her to discharge the functions of his or her office in the usua course of practice or

discipline, without the consent of the person making the communication.

SECTION 3. Sections 5-71-11, 5-71-12 and 571-14 of the General Laws in Chapter 571

entitled "Interpreters for the Deaf" are hereby repealed.
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SECTION 4. Section 23-1.82 of the Generad Laws in Chapter 23-1.8 entitled

"Commission on the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing" is hereby amended to read as follows.

23-1.8-2. Duties -- Activities. -- The commission shal be primarily a coordinating and

advocating body, acting on behalf of the special concerns of deaf and hard-of - hearing persons in
Rhode Island. Its activities shall be independent of any existing agency or department within the
state. The commission shall be accountable directly to the executive office of the state, and shall
submit an annual report to the governor. The commission will assume the following duties:

(2) Bring about greater cooperation and coordination among agencies and organizations
now servicing or having the potential to serve the deaf and hard-of -hearing;

(2) Promote greater accessibility to services for the deaf and hard-of -hearing;

(3) Conduct an ongoing needs assessment;

(4) Promote increased awareness and provide information and referrals;

10
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(5) Advocate for the enactment of legidation that would assist the needs of individuals
who are deaf and hard-of-hearing;

(6) Administer a sign language interpreter referral service;

(7) Take necessary action to improve the quality of life for deaf and hard-of-hearing
individuals living in Rhode Idand;

(8) Develop a statewide coordinating council that will coordinate the implementation of
the comprehensive statewide strategic plan for children in Rhode Iland who are deaf or have
hearing loss. The composition, functions and activities of the statewide coordinating council shall
be consistent with the provisions of the strategic plan developed through the Rhode Island
department of elementary and secondary education.

(9) Track the yearly services provided by exempted interpreters, as defined in subsection

571-15(4).
SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon passage.

11



EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS - INTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF

*k*

This act would make various changes regarding the licensing requirements for
interpreters for the desf.

This act would take effect upon passage.



